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HOUSE RIGHT TO GIVE MIDDLE
CLASS A BREAK

HON. NEWT GINGRICH
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 1997

Mr. GINGRICH. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
submit into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the
following editorial, ‘‘House Right to Give Mid-
dle Class a Break.’’ Appearing in the Atlanta
Journal on June 30, 1997, this article cuts
through all the misleading rhetoric surrounding
the recently passed House tax-cutting bill.
While providing the first major Federal tax cut
to working Americans in 16 years, this bill will
bestow a full three-quarters of its benefits
upon middle income Americans with incomes
under $75,000 per year.

I would like to clear up two misconceptions
about this bill. First of all, some of my friends
on the left have attacked this bill because we
chose to give tax relief to taxpayers, rather
than channel the money into additional welfare
spending. The fact of the matter is that the
poorest working Americans do not pay Federal
income tax, and the payroll taxes that are
withheld from their paychecks are more than
fully refunded through the earned income tax
credit. To give an additional $500-per-child tax
credit to those who pay no taxes is welfare,
plain and simple. Now if my redistributionist
friends on the left favor higher welfare spend-
ing, they are welcome to make that argument
on its own merits, but they should not disguise
additional welfare payments as a tax credit.

The second false argument made by critics
of the bill is that it is a tax giveaway to the
rich. First of all, my Republican colleagues
and I, start from the premise that tax dollars
belong first and foremost to those who earned
it, not the Government. Thus, the term ‘‘tax
giveaway’’ can only be accurately used to de-
scribe the redistribution of wealth, whereby the
Government confiscates money from the one
who earned it to give it to someone who did
not earn it. Furthermore, in analyzing who
benefits from this tax bill, the Treasury Depart-
ment cooked the books to make practically
any taxpaying jobholder rich. For example, in
calculating income, the Treasury Department
factored in the potential revenue which could
be generated by renting out one’s house. No
rational American considers him or herself
wealthier by such a hypothetical source of ad-
ditional income.

I join the Atlanta Journal in celebrating this
long-overdue tax relief for hard-working Ameri-
cans.

[From the Atlanta Journal, June 30, 1997]
OPINION: HOUSE RIGHT TO GIVE MIDDLE CLASS

A BREAK

The House has passed a budget bill that
would eliminate deficits by 2002, offer college
scholarships to thousands of students and,
for the first time in 16 years, give a signifi-
cant tax break to an overburdened middle
class.

And though it does all those remarkable
things—helped by a hard-charging econ-

omy—the bill garnered support from just 27
Democrats. The Senate on Friday passed a
similar budget bill, but with considerably
more bipartisan support.

The 179 Democrats who voted against the
House bill complained that it tilted too
heavily in favor of the ‘‘rich’’ (read: the mid-
dle class) and did too little to help the
‘‘poor’’ (read: those who pay little or no
taxes).

‘‘They [Republicans] give tax breaks to
people who don’t need them,’’ charged Rep.
Edward Markey (D-Mass).

We think the middle class needs them, and
thus we’re glad that families earning $75,000
a year or less would get 76 percent of this
bill’s benefits. The main ones are:

$3,000 in tax breaks for the first two years
of college, or $10,000 per year in tax deduc-
tions for tuition. The provision, a pet project
of President Clinton, consumes about $30 bil-
lion of the overall $85 billion in tax cuts.

An increase in the amount of income ex-
empted from inheritance taxes from $600,000
to $1 million. While Democrats charge this
provision helps the rich, mostly it benefits
small-business owners who risk losing a fam-
ily business to an onerous tax liability after
the death of a relative.

A cut in the capital gains tax to 20 percent
from 26 percent, and adjusting capital gains
to the effects of inflation. This benefits not
just the wealthy, but a middle class increas-
ingly invested in 401(k)s and mutual funds,
as well as average home sellers whose
‘‘gains’’ are largely the result of inflation.

A tax credit of $500 per child 17 or younger
for families earning less than $110,000. The
credit, benefiting millions of families, would
be $400 next year, rising to $500 thereafter.

House Democrats complain not just about
the capital gains tax cut—which benefits all
Americans by sparking capital investment
and job creation—but also that Republicans
refused to extend the child care tax credit to
the working poor. Democrats wanted the
$500-per-child credit to go to those who don’t
even have $500 in tax liability, giving the
working poor, on top of the Earned Income
Tax Credit, one more ‘‘refund’’ on taxes they
didn’t pay. But that’s not a tax cut; it’s an-
other scheme to seize income from one
American and put it in the pocket of an-
other.

To the extent the working poor pay taxes,
prepare their kids for college and try to save
for the future, this bill is a boon to them.
But in the end, tax cuts should go to people
who actually pay taxes.
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TRIBUTE TO BASEBALL LEGEND
AND CIVIL RIGHTS PIONEER,
LARRY DOBY

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 1997

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call your attention to Mr. Lawrence Eugene
Doby of Montclair, NJ, the first African-Amer-
ican to play baseball in the American League.

Mr. Doby was a leader in breaking down the
color barriers both in baseball, and outside the
stadium walls in our society. Mr. Doby first

played for the Cleveland Indians on July 5,
1947. Now, as we approach the 50th anniver-
sary of that momentous day, it is fitting that
we pay tribute to this great civil rights pioneer
and honor his many achievements.

Mr. Doby was born in Camden, SC, on De-
cember 12, 1923. In 1938, he and his mother
moved to Paterson, NJ, where he immediately
demonstrated his great athletic prowess. At
Eastside High School, he lettered in no less
than four sports—baseball, basketball, track,
and football. Upon his graduation from high
school, Mr. Doby enrolled in Long Island Uni-
versity on a basketball scholarship. He later
transferred to Virginia Union College, but had
his education interrupted when he was drafted
into the Navy in 1943.

Mr. Doby began his path to eventual star-
dom after receiving an honorable discharge
from the Navy in 1946, when he joined the
San Juan Senators in Puerto Rico and played
there for several months. Later in 1946, Mr.
Doby joined the Newark Eagles in the Negro
National League as a second baseman. In his
first year on the Eagles, Mr. Doby had a .348
batting average and earned a spot on the
Negro American League All-Stars team. He
also led the Eagles to the World Series, where
they defeated the Kansas City Monarchs in a
seven-game series.

During the early part of the 1947, rumors
began spreading that Mr. Doby had been cho-
sen to be the Jackie Robinson of the Amer-
ican League. These rumors became reality on
July 5, 1947, as Bill Veeck of the Cleveland
Indians officially purchased his contract from
Effa Manley, the owner of the Newark Eagles.

Mr. Doby played in the American League for
a total of 13 seasons. He spent nine of those
with the Indians, three with the Chicago White
Sox, and one, his last season, with the Detroit
Tigers. His baseball career as a player ended
on May 7, 1960, due to a torn ligament, frac-
tured ankle and several other injuries.
Throughout his career, Mr. Doby had amassed
an astounding record, including a .283 batting
average; 253 home runs; 969 runs; and a .983
fielding average. He also broke down several
additional color barriers by becoming the first
African-American to play in the World Series,
hit a home run in any World Series, and win
a major league home run title.

Despite his many commitments and exten-
sive traveling, Mr. Doby managed to find time
to raise a close-knit family. On August 19,
1946, he married his childhood sweetheart,
Helyn Curvy, also from Paterson. Together,
they raised five children, six grandchildren,
and four great-grandchildren.

After his career as a player ended, Mr.
Doby by no means gave up on his commit-
ment to the sport of baseball. Instead, he en-
tered the second phase of his career, as a
manager. In 1971, he became a full-time bat-
ting coach for the Montreal Expos. He would
later serve as coach for the Cleveland Indians;
manager of Zulia, a team in Maracaibo, Ven-
ezuela; and serve in a number of other scout-
ing and coaching positions in the Major
League. He became manager of the Chicago
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White Sox in 1978, becoming only the second
African-American manager in Major League
history.

Mr. Doby was inducted into the Hall of
Fame of the Cleveland Indians and Chicago
White Sox in 1987. He also received recogni-
tion from the State of New Jersey, as the
State legislature declared July 15, 1987,
‘‘Larry Doby Day,’’ and Mr. Doby was pre-
sented with the Governor’s Award. In addition,
Baseball Commissioner Peter Ueberroth ap-
pointed Mr. Doby to serve on a special com-
mittee to help find ways to further integrate
Major League baseball.

Despite his great accomplishment, Mr. Doby
has remained modest and endearing, a true
gentleman. Mr. Doby always give thanks to
God for giving him the talent to help integrate
baseball and American society, to Mr. Veeck
for giving him the opportunity to use that tal-
ent, and to his wife. Helyn, for holding to-
gether their family while he was away.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, Mr. Doby’s family and friends, the
Township of Montclair and the city of Paterson
in recognizing Lawrence Eugene Doby for his
outstanding and invaluable service to the com-
munity, to baseball, and to America.
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TRIBUTE TO PAUL DEMOURA

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 1997

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to recognize Mr. Paul DeMoura of
Swan Sea, MA, who is one of the top collec-
tors of hats and caps in the United States.

Paul has collected hundreds of hats and
caps from all over the United States and the
world.

Paul’s father, Mr. Raymond DeMoura,
served in Company ‘‘B’’ of the 78th Medical
Battalion during World War II. The 78th Medi-
cal Battalion acquired the reputation for excel-
lence in its assistance and treatment of the
wounded during World War II. Members of the
78th Battalion proudly recount that not one life
was lost while tending to the injured and evac-
uating them from the front lines.

The men of Company ‘‘B’’ are the primary
source of Paul’s hat and cap collection. A very
religious individual, Paul says a prayer for
each of the men who presents him with a new
hat or cap.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to Mr. Paul DeMoura for his status as one of
the top hat and cap collectors in the United
States. I wish Paul and his parents, Raymond
and Evelyn DeMoura, all the best the future
can bring.
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TRIBUTE TO GWENDOLYN BROOKS

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 1997

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I take
this opportunity to acknowledge the 80th birth-

day of Ms. Gwendolyn Brooks, Poet Laureate
of Illinois. Poet Laureate of Illinois; a commu-
nicator with the world, a song to be sung, a
lesson to be learned, a life to be lived.

Gwendolyn Brooks, a master of using the
written word, is the author of more than 20
books. The highly acclaimed ‘‘A Street in
Bronzeville’’ was the first, published in 1945.
For three decades, her works were published
by Harper & Row. However, for economic rea-
sons, she switched to the black-owned Broad-
side Press in 1969 and in 1974, to the Third
World Press.

Gwendolyn Brooks was named Poet Laure-
ate in 1968 and has continued to be relevant,
fresh, and vibrant for all of these years. There-
fore, our hats are off to a great American, a
profound and prolific writer, a great humani-
tarian—Ms. Gwendolyn Brooks, Poet Laureate
of Illinois.
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PARTICIPANTS IN CONGRESS-BUN-
DESTAG YOUTH EXCHANGE PRO-
GRAM EXCEED 10,000

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 1997

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring to the attention of our colleagues an ex-
cerpt from the May 15, 1997 record of the
German Bundestag. Vice-President Hans-
Ulrich Klose of the Bundestag interrupted pro-
ceedings on that day to acknowledge the
presence in the visitors’ gallery of American
participants in the Congress-Bundestag Youth
Exchange Program, and noted that the num-
ber of participants in this youth exchange pro-
gram has now exceeded 10,000.

The Congress and the German Bundestag
initiated this program in 1983 to strengthen
ties between young people in our two coun-
tries, and I believe it is playing an important
role in building strong United States-Germany
relations for the future. The text of the Bun-
destag transcript follows:

GERMAN BUNDESTAG—13TH ELECTORAL

TERM—175TH SITTING BONN, THURSDAY,
MAY 15, 1997, EXCERPT FROM THE STENO-
GRAPHIC RECORD, FULL PLENARY SESSION

(APPROX. 670 MEMBERS PRESENT)

Vice-President Hans-Ulrich Klose: I now
close the debate.

Before we proceed to the vote may I ask
for your attention for a moment. Three
young Americans are sitting in the distin-
guished visitors’ gallery. They belong to the
group of 400 American students and young
professionals who have spent a year in Ger-
many as participants in the Congress-Bun-
destag Youth Exchange Program. (Applause
in the entire House)

Why am I mentioning this today by way of
exception? I am mentioning it, my dear Col-
leagues, because with this group the number
of participants has reached and exceeded
10,000. (Sustained applause in the entire
House)

I should like to welcome, on behalf of all
this year’s participants in the Congress-Bun-
destag Youth Exchange Program, the 9,999th
participant, Kristina Bass from California,
(Applause in the entire House) the 10,000th
participant, Nicole Myers from Pennsylva-
nia, (Applause in the entire House) and the

10,001st participant, Brian Blake from Con-
necticut. (Applause in the entire House)

The Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange
Program, which was inaugurated in 1983 by
the U.S. Congress and the German Bundes-
tag, contributes with its special emphasis on
young people to strengthening the close rela-
tionship between our two countries in the fu-
ture—our common future.

We all know that both countries, the Unit-
ed States of America and the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany, face major challenges. There
are substantial budgetary problems in both
countries. However, I would like to take this
special opportunity to appeal to our col-
leagues in the U.S. Congress and to the Mem-
bers of this House to definitely continue this
program on the present scale. (Lively ap-
plause in the entire House)

I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank my colleagues in the Bundestag
very warmly for their willingness to sponsor
German and American participants year
after year.

I hope that the participants will have a
good time tomorrow. May you retain many
pleasant memories of this exchange year in
Germany, which is soon coming to an end:
may it inspire you to make the good rela-
tionship between our two countries your per-
sonal concern. Welcome! (Applause in the en-
tire House)
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A PROMISE KEPT

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 1997

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
highly commends to his colleagues this edi-
torial which appeared in the Norfolk Daily
News on July 5, 1997.

A PROMISE KEPT—HONG KONG REVERTS TO

CHINA; REASON FOR PRIDE IN WHAT HAS

BEEN ACHIEVED

Hong Kong residents have been promised a
capitalist economy and a relatively free soci-
ety for at least 50 years. People now alive
will be able to see whether the government
of China, which continues to be governed by
Communists, keeps its word as the British
did in turning back this rich, small and inde-
pendent enclave after their 99-year lease ex-
pired June 30.

A contract was honored; no gunfire ex-
changed.

That has not been the way of international
relations; rather, it is an exception.

In farewell remarks, the last British gov-
ernor of the territory, Chris Patten, said of
Hong Kong: ‘‘It is a great Chinese success
story written—to be fair—within a system of
values and British institutions which have
encouraged, not threatened, that success.’’

It is an example of what can be achieved
when industrious people are free to profit
from their hard work and enterprise, and
able to live their lives without an oppressive
government.

Britishers should be proud of what they ac-
complished as they relinquish control of this
remnant of a once huge empire.

The future benefits to mankind might turn
out to be as significant as those which fol-
lowed the grim days when they stood vir-
tually alone against Adolf Hitler’s aggres-
sion.
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